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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

X Under 37 CFR § 1 .97(b) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. 

X Under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) together with either: 
X a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), or 

a fee under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) 

(after the 37 CFR § 1.97(b) time period, but before the mailing date of a 
final Action, a Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution). 

X Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1): The undersigned states that each item 
of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
U.S. App. No. 09/863,169 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 CFR § 1.56 to inform the 
Patent Office of all patents, publications, applications and other information known by 
Applicants or Applicants' representative that may be material to the examination of the 
subject application, Applicants 1 representative hereby provides this Information Disclosure 
Statement that is prepared in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97-1.98 and includes Form PTO- 
1449 with three (3) references listed as items AA-AC. 

Copies of all of the items listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are enclosed. 

Concise Explanation of Relevance 

Item AA, AB and AC listed on the Form PTO-1449 are not in the English language. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of item AB is in the form of a copy of a 
Japanese "Rejection of the Application" dated August 19, 2003, issued over the 
corresponding Japanese Patent Application, that was mailed from a foreign patent office and 
which refers to the reference. The Japanese "Rejection of the Application" mailed August 19, 
2003, which is not in the English language, is listed as item AA and a copy is included 
herewith. An English-language translation of portions of the Japanese "Rejection of the 
Application" mailed August 19, 2003 is also included herewith. 

Item AB also includes an English-language translation of portions thereof. 

Item AC is a full English-language translation of a reference that was previously cited 
in the IDS mailed September 11, 2003. By way of this Supplemental IDS, Applicants are 
now submitting a full English-language translation of this item. Please also note that the 
pages of the reference were incorrectly listed in the previously submitted IDS mailed 
September 11, 2003, but are now correctly listed on the Form PTO-1449 submitted herewith. 

It is requested that the information provided herein be made of record in this 
application. 



Address all Correspondence to : 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
Richard E. Wawrzyniak 
120 So. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1600 




Respectfully submitted. 



Richard E. Wawrzyniak 
Reg. No. 36,048 
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U.S. PATENT 
DOCUMENT 
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PATENT, PUB., 
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KIND 
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(if known) 























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


CITE NO. 


COPY NOT 
ENCLOSED 
PER 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d) 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 


DATE OF 
PUBLICATION 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 


CLASS 


SUB CLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 


COUNTRY 
OR OFFICE 
(two-letter 
code) 


DOCUMENT 
NO. 


KIND 

CODE 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


CITE 
NO. 


COPY NOT 
ENCLOSED 
PER 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d) 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 




AA 




JAPANESE PATENT OFFICE; "Rejection of the Application"; Mailing No. 
286343; Mailing Date: August 19, 2003; (2 pages, with one-page English 
translation of portions). 




AB 




TAKEYASU TABUCHI; "Dance Dance Revolution 2 nd MIX"; GAMEST; Vol. 14, 
No. 10 issued by Shinsei-sha on March 15, 1999; (p. 104, with one-page English 
translation). 




AC 




A. MERCK; "Steinberg Cubase Audio Sequenzer & Harddisk-Recording fur Apple 
Macintosh"; Keyboards; Musik Media Verlag; Augsburg; XP-002240715; 
January 1993; pp. 1 12-115 and 1 18; (with 10-page full English translation 
included). 



Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 




'EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 



